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Gth

Transition
to middle
school and
friendships

Content Overview

Connectedness + Sense of Belonging

Students read, write, think about and discuss relevant
questions to contemporary issues. They explore
culturally relevant stories.

Access to water

DRIVING QUESTIONS

How does access to clean water change the lives of people
around the world?

TEXT
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park and additional
non-fiction readings

SKILL BUILDING

Vocabulary building, persuasive writing process, supporting
claims with evidence, critical thinking, reading comprehension,
identifying central themes, academic conversations

PRODUCTS
Persuasive Public Service Announcement about current water
conditions in California (Poster, Video, or Podcast Soundbite)

Students participate in community circle discussions
about their communities, identity, and becoming change
agents.

Transition to Middle School + Healthy
Friendships

DRIVING QUESTIONS

How do | develop healthy friendships and boundaries during my
transition to middle school while practicing self-care?

How do | utilize my strengths to transition to middle school
successfully?

SEL
Self-awareness, Building Relationships, Wellness Tools, Growth
Mindset, Goal Setting

PRODUCTS
My strengths and resources flower, Digital Friendship Inventory

Student utilize the design process, scientific
inquiry, and mathematical practices to design
and build projects that address real world
problems.

Ecosystems and Biomes

DRIVING QUESTIONS

How can we design and build a biome that accurately
represents its environment?

SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY

Weather, Climate, Climate Change, Biomes,
Ecosystems, Organisms, Environmental Change

MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS

Decimal Operations, Integers, Greatest Common Factor,
Math Reasoning, Graphing, Interpreting Graphs, Ratio,
Area and Volume

PRODUCT
Shoebox Biome

7th

Identity:
past, present,
future

Family Roots + Identity and Who | Want to
be in the World

DRIVING QUESTIONS

How do | tell a story about how to be an advocate for myself and
be an ally for others?

TEXT
American Like Me by America Ferrera (collection of personal
narratives), The In-Between by Katie Van Heidrich

SKILL BUILDING
Vocabulary building, narrative writing process, critical thinking,
revision skills, theme vs. plot

PRODUCT

Writing a personal narrative (with a visual component) about a
time when you helped someone (being an ally or advocate)or
someone helped you.

Identity: Past, Present, and Future

DRIVING QUESTIONS

How do | share my powerful identity story with my community?

How do my strengths and interests connect to my education and
career pathway?

SEL
Self-awareness, Building Relationships, Identity, Critical
Thinking skills for discussions

PRODUCT

Stepping Stones Vision Board, | AM Poem, Wellness tool: Stress
ball

Humans and the Environment

DRIVING QUESTIONS
How can we use our scientific knowledge to survive
apocalyptic conditions?
SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY

Nutrition, Water purification, Understanding terrain

MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS
Number Systems, Interpreting Graphs, Statistics, Area

PRODUCT
Apocalypse Survival Kit
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8th

Self and
Community

Students read, write, think about and discuss relevant

questions to contemporary issues. They explore
culturally relevant stories.

Community, Resources, Addressing
Challenges in our Communities

TEXT

Selections from Voice of Witness reader
DRIVING QUESTIONS

What are our rights and responsibilities as people living
in the USA?

SKILL BUILDING

Reading comprehension and critical analysis, support
hypothesis, position, or claim with substantial evidence and
logical reasoning, persuasive writing process, research skills

PRODUCT
Persuasive visual or text communicating a strong opinion on a
Constitutional issue connected to one’s community

Students participate in community circle discussions
about their communities, identity, and becoming change
agents. They explore college and career pathways.

Themes: Healthy Relationships, Change agents,
and High School Opportunity Plan

DRIVING QUESTIONS

How do | become a change agent in my community and
recognize oppressive societal systems and their impact?

What resources can | utilize to be successful in eighth grade,
high school, and beyond?

What are healthy friendships and boundaries?
Financial Literacy: Budget Planning, Payroll and Taxes 101

SEL
Self-awareness, Building Relationships

PRODUCT

Senior High School Yearbook Profile Page and High School
Opportunity Plan

Student utilize the design process, scientific inquiry,
and mathematical practices to design and build projects
that address real world problems.

Physics, Engineering, and Graphing data
DRIVING QUESTIONS

How can you design a thrilling roller coaster with limited
supplies?

SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY

Potential Energy, Kinetic Energy, Forces, Newton’s Laws of
Motion, Design Thinking Process

MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS

Graphing, Interpreting Graphs and Scatter Plots, Budgeting,
Number Sense, Statistics, Evaluating Expressions

PRODUCT
Roller Coaster Prototype

9th

Transition and
impacting
change

Identity, Growth and Transition
TEXT

Biographical vignettes about various heroes in society, and
Your Life Matters by L.L. McKinney, excerpt from Born a Crime
by Trevor Noah

DRIVING QUESTIONS

What does it mean to be a hero? What does quality leadership
look like? How does our story share our influence and potential?

SKILL BUILDING

Collaboration skills, comparative essay writing skills, describing
a complex question, problem or issue, evaluating information
and evidence from a range of sources

PRODUCT
Create and present a visual representation of someone who is a
hero

Healthy Relationships + Change Agents

DRIVING QUESTIONS

How do | define healthy relationships and boundaries while
developing coping skills and tools to navigate high school and
beyond?

What steps can | take in high school to have access to and thrive
in an ideal college environment for me?

Financial Literacy: Budget Planning + College Financing 101

SEL
Self-awareness, Responsible-Decision Making

PRODUCT
High School Road Map and future Finance budget

Environmental Justice + Design Thinking
DRIVING QUESTIONS

How can we create a product that will solve/mitigate an
environmental injustice?

SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY

Environmental issues, Climate Change, Human Agriculture,
Design Thinking Process

MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS
Graphing, Interpreting Graphs, Statistics, Functions, Solving
Equations, Domain and Range

PRODUCT
Eco-Business Pitch and Business Plan



